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Synopsis 


AN ACT To amend and reenact R.S. 17:151.3, relative to kindergarten instruction for school children; to require, 
beginning with the 1990-1991 school year, each city and parish school system to offer in certain schools full-day 
kindergarten instruction to eligible children; to provide for an entrance age for full-day kindergarten instructions; to 
establish certain attendance requirements as a prerequisite to enrollment in public school first grade; to provide for 
the attendance of eligible children in full-day kindergarten instruction programs; to provide for an effective date; and 
to provide for related matters. 


Text 


Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana: 


Section 1. R.S. 17:151.3 is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows: 
§ 151.3. Kindergarten; establishment; entrance age; first grade enrollment, prerequisites 


A. (1) Beginning with the 1985-1986 school year, each city and parish school system shall provide for and offer in 
every school having a first grade or in a parish kindergarten center at least half-day kindergarten instruction to each 
child who is eligible as provided in Subsection B of this Section. 


(2) Beginning with the 1990-1991 school year and thereafter, each city and parish school system shall provide for 
and offer, in every school having a first grade or in a parish kindergarten center, full-day kindergarten instruction to 
each child who is eligible as provided in Subsection B of this Section. 


B. The youngest age at which a child may enter kindergarten provided in Subsection A of this Section shall be one 
year younger than the age required for that child to enter first grade as provided by R.S. 17:222(A) or one year 
younger than the age required by the city or parish school board pursuant to R.S. 17:222(C). 


C. (1) Beginning with the 1986-1987 school year every child, as a prerequisite to enrollment in any first grade of a 
public school, shall meet one of the following criteria: 


(a) Have attended at least a half-day public or private kindergarten for a full year; and/or 


(b) Satisfactorily passed academic readiness screening administered by the local city or parish school system at the 
time of enrollment for the first grade. Each city or parish school system shall establish the academic readiness level 
for its first grade based on criteria established by the system. 
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(2) Beginning with the 1991-1992 school year and thereafter, every child, as a prerequisite to enrollment in any first 
grade of a public school, shall have attended at least a full-day public or private kindergarten for a full school year, 
or shall have satisfactorily passed an academic readiness screening administered by the city or parish school 
system prior to the time of enrollment for the first grade. Each city or parish school system shall establish the 
academic readiness level for its first grade based on criteria established by the system. 


(3) Beginning with the 1991-1992 school year and thereafter, any child transferring into the first grade of a public 
school from out of state and not meeting the requirements herein for kindergarten attendance, shall be required to 
satisfactorily pass an academic readiness screening administered by the city or parish school system prior to the 
time of enrollment for the first grade. 


(4) Beginning with the 1991-1992 school year and thereafter, any child not able to meet the kindergarten 
attendance requirements of this Section due to illness or extraordinary, extenuating circumstances as determined 
by the city or parish school board, shall be required to satisfactorily pass an academic readiness screening 
administered by the city or parish school system prior to the time of enrollment for the first grade. 


D. (1) Every parent, tutor, or other person having control or charge of a child who is eligible, as provided in 
Subsection B of this Section to attend kindergarten for any school year from the 1985-1986 through the 1989-1990 
school year, as a prerequisite to enrollment in any first grade of a public school, shall: 


(a) Beginning with the 1985-1986 school year, send such child to attend public or private half-day kindergarten 
when such instruction is offered in the public schools, or 


(b) Insure that such child is administered academic readiness screening as provided in R.S. 17:151.3(C)(1)(b) prior 
to the time established in R.S. 17:222 for the child to enter first grade. 


(2) Every parent, tutor, or other person having control or charge of a child who is eligible, as provided in Subsection 
B of this Section, to attend full-day kindergarten for the 1990-1991 school year or thereafter, as a prerequisite to 
enrollment in any first grade of a public school, shall send such child, beginning with the 1990-1991 school year, to 
attend public or private full-day kindergarten when such instruction is offered in the public schools, or insure that 
such child is administered an academic readiness screening as provided in R.S. 17:151.3(C)(2) of this Section prior 
to the time established in R.S. 17:222 for the child to enter first grade. 


Section 2. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor or, if not signed by the governor, upon 
expiration of the time for bills to become law without signature by the governor, as provided in Article Ill, Section 18 
of the Constitution of Louisiana. 


History 


Approved by the Governor, July 26, 1988. 


Sponsor 


Representatives Jackson and Toomy 
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